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military than political, to despatch it with a Russian contingent
to re-conquer north Holland, the bulk of the population of which
was believed to sympathise with the Allies. How this was to
be accomplished was probably not clear to ministers themselves,
and was certainly not made clear by them to their chosen
general, Abercromby, who was finally sent to sea in August
with 10,000 men and with orders which practically amounted
to permission to land anywhere on the Dutch coast from the
mouth of the Ems to that of the Meuse, at whatever point
might seem to him and his naval colleague most suitable for his
purpose. Abercromby eventually decided for the Helder, on
the south shore of the mouth of the Zuider Zee, where he might
hope to capture the Dutch fleet. The landing was safely
effected there, despite unfavourable sea conditions and a stiff
hostile resistance ; the French at once evacuated the Helder
peninsula and withdrew to a position covering Alkmaar ; and
the surrender of the fleet completed the success of a brilliant
initial operation which augured well—but, alas ! falsely—for
the further course of the campaign.
Lack of reinforcements and supply difficulties now un-
fortunately reduced Abercromby for the moment to the
defensive, thus allowing his opponent, Brune, leisure to con-
solidate his positions and even to pass to the attack. In this,
however, the French were repulsed all along the lines, and
shortly afterwards the Duke of York arrived to take supreme
command, while British reinforcements and the promised
contingent of Russians brought the total force available to
close on 50,000 men. Many of these, however, were of poor
quality ; all were inadequately clothed and equipped; the
transport question was to grow rather than diminish in difficulty
as time went on ; and the terrain was one of the most unsuit-
able conceivable for an offensive action.
It was not, therefore, for some weeks that the attack on
Brune's position could be undertaken. It failed of its object
with heavy loss, largely owing to the misconduct and in-
discipline of the Russians ; and the moral effects of the set-
back were at least as serious as the material* The opportune
arrival of fresh troops, however, enabled the offensive to be
renewed, this time with better success ; and Brune, seeing
his left centre forced back, \^s compelled to evacuate Alkrnaar,
and withdraw to a new line half-way between there and
Haarlem. Before this the Allied advance came to an abrupt
end ; and after a scrambling and fruitless action, which seems
to have been brought on by a misunderstanding of orders,
the Duke decided that the situation left him no alternative
but to retire. He had already lost 20 per cent of his total

